At the sitting of 31 January 2013, in line with the discussion conducted at the public hearing on “Law on Social Welfare – One Year of Implementation”, organised by Committee decision, pursuant to article 84 of the National Assembly Rules of Procedure, the Committee on Labour, Social Issues, Social Inclusion and Poverty Reduction adopted the following:






CONCLUSIONS 


1. The envisaged by-laws should be adopted as soon as possible in order to ensure full implementation of the Law on Social Welfare, first of all, the by-law to regulate the establishment of a binding inter-sector cooperation and the signing of a Cooperation Protocol at the national and local level, as well as vertical and horizontal coordination, which would contribute to a more efficient exchange of information and cooperation of all relevant actors tasked with supporting all vulnerable groups, social welfare beneficiaries, as well as providing support upon leaving the social welfare system. Also, it is necessary to ensure constant monitoring of the implementation of the by-laws by relevant institutions.

2. It is very important that all competent institutions (primarily the National Employment Service and schools) additionally recognise young people in the social welfare system, as well as prioritize the solution of their problems and specific measures/services intended for these additionally endangered youth categories.

3. We point out that all regulatory documents and reports should be easily accessible. Concerned civic organisations should be enabled to join the process of adoption of by-laws and other documents at the national level, while at the local level, all actors should be included in the assessment of the beneficiaries’ needs, defining of the budget and other local strategic documents.

4. It is necessary to secure support and appropriate conditions for the improvement of the position of civic organisations providing social welfare services, which would realize the concept of pluralism of service providers established by the new Law, and to that end, speed up the process of licensing social welfare service providers (civil, private and public sector). That also means recognizing civic organisations as an equal partner by competent state institutions, especially in the domain of information exchange.

5. We point out the importance of keeping both the beneficiaries and the institutions which should implement the Law on Social Welfare adequately informed on the intentions of the Law itself, as well as the by-laws passed or about to be passed in the upcoming period. This would be facilitated if the process of by-law adoption were transparent and included all the stakeholders in the drafting process.


6. Pursuant to article 218 of the Law on Social Welfare it is necessary to adopt an Ordinance on earmarked transfers as soon as possible, which would establish the amount of earmarked transfer, criteria for its allocation to certain local self-government units, criteria for the participation of the local self-government and fund transfer dynamics. It is especially important that the earmarked transfer system to the least developed municipalities starts functioning as soon as possible, pursuant to article 207 of the Law on Social Welfare, so that the least developed local self-governments can begin to work on the establishment of services in the local community.

7. It is necessary to amend the Law on Social Welfare to enable the introduction of social housing in protected conditions as a social welfare service. This would establish the minimal standards of the service of social housing in protected conditions and enable the inclusion of all relevant actors from the public and civil sector.

8. It is necessary to organise campaigns, in collaboration with civic organisations at the national level for the purpose of promoting family placement services, especially of children with developmental disabilities.


9. It is necessary to improve the capacities of local self-governments and create the conditions needed to provide social welfare services.
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